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SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE: PROPOSED JOINT US-IRANIAN 
DISPLAY OF ERTS-1 IMAGERY OF IRAN 

1 . IRANIAN GOVT HAS PRESENTED NASA ADMINISTRATOR 
FLETCHER WITH ERTS-1 IMAGERY MOSAIC SHOWING ALL OF IRAN. 
NASA BELIEVES THIS IS PROBABLY FIRST SUCH MOSAIC TO 
COVER ENTIRE AREA OF A COUNTRY. (MOSAIC INCLUDES SMALL 
SECTORS OF NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES' TERRITORY; BORDERS ARE 
NOT MARKED). 

2. NASA SUGGESTS MOSAIC WOULD MAKE EFFECTIVE JOINT US- 
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IT COULD BE MOUNTED PRIOR TO OR AT LEAST DURING FEB 1 1- 
MARCH 1 SESSION OR WORKING GROUP ON REMOTE SENSING. 
RATIONALE FOR DISPLAY WOULD BE DEMONSTRATION OF INTERNA- 
TIONAL BENEFITS OF US REMOTE SENSING PROGRAM AND COOPERA- 
TIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY IN THIS 
CONNECTION. IF DISPLAY SPACE NOT HEAVILY IN DEMAND 
MOSAIC MIGHT BE LEFT ON EXHIBIT THROUGH OTHER OUTER SPACE 
COMMITTEE FUNCTIONS IN APRIL AND JULY, AND PERHAPS THROUGH 
1974 UNGA. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE APPROACHED IRANIAN MISSION 
INFORMALLY RE THIS SUGGESTION AND THAT THEY, AFTER 



CONSULTATION WITH TEHRAN. SUPPORT IDEA WITH SOME EN- 
THUSIASM. IF PROJECT IS PURSUED, WE WOULD ANTICIPATE 
YOUR PROCEEDING JOINTLY WITH IRANIANS TO MAKE APPRO- 
PRIATE ARRANGEMENTS WITH UN OFFICIALS FOR MOUNTING 
DISPLAY. BEFORE INSTRUCTING YOU TO DO SO, HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON ADVISABILITY OF DISPLAY 
IN VARIOUS CONTEXTS INCLUDING, BUT NOT CONFINED TO, 
SUPPORT IT MIGHT AFFORD OUR POSTURE ON INTERNATIONAL 
REMOTE SENSING DATA DISSEMINATION. KISSINGER 
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